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The effort to build bridges between basic emotion processes and clini-
cal research is well underway. Exciting translational findings are appearing
each month in journals, books, and the media, with strong support across
funding sources. Although welcome, the speed of these developments can
make it difficult to get a foothold on key methods and findings. We hope
that this book has provided that foothold by presenting crucial developments
in the synthesis of affective and clinical science. This is still a new venture,
however, and many bridges remain to be built. In this afterword, we consider
five directions for the future integration of affective and clinical science.

Perhaps the most obvious future direction is to fill in gaps in our knowl-
edge base—affective science has not been applied evenly across disorders.
For example, bipolar disorder is characterized by some of the most dramatic
affective disturbances in all of psychopathology, yet it is one of the least
studied disorders from an emotion perspective. There are many other areas
where this unevenness in coverage needs to be redressed: We know far more
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