Debriefing Guidelines

Debriefing is an essential part of the educational experience of participating in research and is mandatory if you use the subject pools. Debriefing provides more information about the study, gives participants the opportunity to ask questions, and can provide valuable feedback to you about your study. Whenever possible the debriefing should occur immediately after the study. Be sure to give enough time after the study to adequately debrief your participants. Failure to adequately debrief your participants is grounds for losing subject pool privileges. The Human Subjects Coordinator may also distribute the debriefing forms in a packet to participants at the end of the quarter.  

You are required to submit a debriefing form before you can run any participants from the pool.
Debriefing forms must include the following:
· Study name

· Researcher’s name
· Researcher’s contact information for questions about the research
· The study aim, hypothesis, or purpose

· The way in which answers are evaluated

· Explain any deception

· The broader issues addressed by your study
· The study methods, conditions, and/or manipulations 

· Anticipated or observed results so far
You should also:

· Thank the participant 
· Provide references for further reading on the topic 

· Offer to send them the results of the study

· Relate your research to something they may have learned in class (methods or theory)

· Ask them questions (e.g., Was there a part of the study that was difficult? Would you change anything in the study?)
You may write your own debriefing form that includes all of the above criteria or you may modify and submit the script below if appropriate. Be sure to use terms that students can easily understand. 
Thank you for participating in the study_______________. The purpose of this study is to______________. This study is important because ______________.  In this study we asked participants to ________________. We expect to find ______________. You may have learned about ___________________ in your psychology class, this research is an extension of that. Previous research has shown____________.  If you would like to learn more about this topic I can give you some references.  Do you have any questions about this study? When you were doing the study what did you think the study was about?  Was there any part of the study that was difficult? What would you change about the study? Again, thank you for your participation in our research. If you have any questions you can ask me now or you can contact ____________at __________ at a later date. If you would like to receive a copy of the results we can email them to you at the end of the study.
If deception is used please use your debriefing script you had approved by the IRB. Students in the pool will expect to be debriefed after the study. If you cannot debrief them immediately after the study you should tell participants when and how they will be debriefed  as covered by your IRB approved research protocol(e.g., you will receive more information about the study via email when the study has ended).






